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Message from the Chair 
 
We have been firing on all cylinders recently -  
holding ice cream Sundays, music evenings and a 
very successful plant sale in addition to our 
regular volunteer gardening slots. By the end of 
the summer we will have raised enough money to 
order the remaining plants for the sunken garden 
- no mean achievement.  The priority during this 
prolonged dry spell is to keep the plants which we 
put in before Easter, alive.   This means regular 
watering - thank goodness for the hose and cart 
which was purchased with a grant from the People 
Keeping Well Partnership. 
 

 
Beautiful blue hydrangea in the rock garden 

 
However, we should also make time to relax in 
the summer sunshine (we now have our first 
newly sanded bench); enjoy one of the delicious 
ice creams from Hope Valley; admire the new 
beech hedge and the improvements to the 
horseshoe bed; and realise what a difference 
FoWP  has made in its first year. Now for year two 
- during which we expect to complete the survey 
work and draw up the Master Plan for the park.  I 
am sure that, with everyone’s help and support, 
year two will prove equally successful. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely summer! 
 

 
Shelagh Woolliscroft, Chair of FoWP 
 

 

‘Sounds of Summer’ 2022 
 
We have had two very successful Sunday evening 
music concerts ‘Sounds of Summer’ in the park in 
May and June, the second being very well 
attended. We welcomed the Yorkshire Teabags in 
May and Cellar V in June. We also ‘sold’ ice cream 
and teas and coffees. People brought picnics and 
wine and a very well stocked cheese board from 
one guest! Our next ones are on Sundays 31 July, 
28 August and 25 September at 5pm.  Bring a 
chair/blanket, a picnic and a bottle! There is no 
entry fee, but we would appreciate generous 
donations for the upkeep of the park. A big thanks  
to Brian Clark for organising the events and for 
stepping in at the last minute for the June 
concert. If there are any bands or solo singers out 
there who may be interested in playing please let 
us know. Contact Brian on 07541 696008. 

 

 
Cellar V 
 

 
The Yorkshire Teabags 
 



Climate Change Events 
                   
The workshops are continuing through the 
summer and you can sign up for any of the 
workshops via the ‘Bookwhen’ booking system. 
 
Upcoming events :  
21 July – Introduction to Aquatic Invertebrates 
10.30am – 1pm 
22 July – Evening Moth Watch 8.15pm- 10pm 
4 Aug – Introduction to Damselflies and 
Dragaonflies 11am- 1pm 
19 Aug – Evening Moth Watch 8.15pm – 10pm 
20 Aug – Bat Survey 8.30pm – 10pm 
 
More information  and details of where the 
workshops are being held, on our website.  
https://friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk/clima
te-change/ 
 
If you are having problems signing up via the 
Bookwhen system then please email Christine 

Handley at SYBRG christinehandley2@outlook.com  
We hope you will join us in this very exciting and 
important project. Please note these are open to 
anyone, including older children who should find 
the moth and butterfly and the bat watch 
interesting. So spread the word! 
 

Today in Parliament…. 
 
Olivia Blake MP mentioned FoWP in a debate in 
Parliament recently.  Here's the extract: Olivia 
Blake (Sheffield, Hallam) (Lab): "As has been 
said, these are twin emergencies. We have a 
crisis in nature and a crisis in our climate. It is 
often forgotten that the two are intrinsically 
linked. We will not be able to play our part in 
keeping temperature rises below 1.5° C without 
a plan to restore the natural environment. This 
is also something that many constituents are 
concerned about, and there are some great 
projects up and down the country. In Sheffield, 
we have had our swift summit this year, which 
was sponsored by Sheffield and Rotherham 
Wildlife Trust. We have also had amazing 
opportunities for friends groups, one of which 
has been doing work—it is called climate work, 
but really it is nature work—in Whirlow Brook 
Park. The friends group is doing a fantastic job 
to tackle the issue locally.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plant Swap 
 
We held a very successful Plant Swap and Sale 
on Saturday 2 July. About 60 people attended 
bringing an assortment of plants and other 
items. The event was held to raise funds to erect 
bat boxes in the park in order to encourage more 
bat species following a successful bat watch with 
Ian Rotherham in June. Our thanks go to Nicola 
and Peter Gilbert for organising the event and 
also to Philip Smith from Bents Green Nurseries 
who sold some of his stock and made a donation 
to FoWP. We’d also like to say a big thank you to 
Kat and her team from Good Gym who helped 
put up signs to publicise the event. Hopefully to 
be repeated next year! 

 

 
Pretending to be bats! 
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Bat Boxes  
 
As part of our climate change action project we 
have identified six species of bats in the park. To 
encourage more bats we will be holding a bat box 
workshop on 16 November 2022. This will be run 
in conjunction with Sheffield City Council Parks 
Dept and the aim is to make at least 12 bat boxes.  
Full instructions will be given by the ranger and 
all materials will be provided. If you are 
interested in joining us please email us at 
fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk or ring 

Shelagh on 0114 255 8948. 

 
Finding ways to be ‘greener’ 
 
Three Friends ran a lively session with the 265th 
Greenhill Scouts at the end of June.  The theme 
was ‘a hundred ways to be greener’.  The scouts 
brainstormed ways in which they and their 
families could reduce their carbon footprint, and 
they came up with around 50 ideas.  We set them 
the challenge of persuading their families to 
adopt at least three of them over the coming 
months. 
The session worked well, so if you know of any 
schools or youth organisations who would be 
interested in doing something similar, please ask 
them to get in touch. 
The aim is to put the list of ways to be greener on 
our website for all to see (and hopefully adopt). 
 

 
Shelagh Woolliscroft with the 265th Greenhill Scouts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
History Group reunites cousins 
 
The FoWP History Group has been busy again! This 
time they discovered a distant cousin of Sir Jamie 
Benton Jones, who is a great grandson of Madge 
and Walter Benton Jones who lived at 
Whirlowbrook in the 1920s and 30s. Sir Jamie, 
who lives at Irnham Hall near Grantham, opened 
the ‘onion’ shelter in the park last June. He 
returned in June this year to visit Whirlow Court 
(another impressive residence on Ecclesall Rd 
South) and met Andrew Renwick, a distant cousin 
who owns Ridgeway Forge. Andrew is the great-

grandson of Madge’s elder brother Alfred. Alfred 
lived at Standhills Lodge on Long Line and Madge 
lived two fields away at Whirlowbrook.  Brother and 
sister were very close, but over the years their 
families moved away and it required some 
detective work by the History Group to discover 
them and put them in touch. Andrew Renwick was 
delighted to meet his cousin. He said : “Sooner or 
later we all develop a profound interest in our 
family histories. I knew that the area meant a great 
deal to my Fawcett ancestors but I had no idea that 
Whirlow Court and Whirlowbrook were connected 
to the Standhills estate on Long Line.  It has been 
a delight to meet Sir Jamie and to be able to 
contribute to the ongoing detective work.” 
 
Sir Jamie said that he was proud of his connection 
to Sheffield, a city with more green space than any 
other in Europe.  He appreciated the care with 
which Whirlow Brook and its grounds were being 
preserved for all to enjoy. 
 

 
L-R Sir Jamie Benton Jones, Sue Turner, Shelagh 
Woolliscroft, Christine Morgan (housekeeper) and 
Andrew Renwick at Whirlow Court.  
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The Early Days of Whirlow 
Brook  
 
When Andrew Renwick came over from Ridgeway 
recently, he brought a big box of photos and other 
memorabilia. These photos are part of the treasure 
trove.  They show Whirlow Brook shortly after it 
was built in about 1908, sitting on a bare hillside 
with the mill pond below.  
 
If only we could know for certain who transformed 
the hillside into the park we know and love today!   
We will keep digging. 
 
The photos etc will be displayed at our first 
Heritage Open Day event on the afternoon of 
Monday 12 September (between 1-5pm)  Sue 
Turner, who has been leading the historical 
research work, is doing a talk at 2pm which must 
be pre booked. Events | Heritage Open Days 

 

 

 

 

AGM Monday 20th June 

We held our first AGM on Monday 20th June at 

Whirlowbook Hall. The evening kicked off with an 

interesting talk from Jan Woudstra, from 

Sheffield University, on Naturalistic Landscape 

Design. This was followed by elections to the 

management committee.  We welcomed a new 

member to the committee, James Hall, who will 

lead the Construction and Maintenance Team. We 

still have vacancies on the committee to lead on 

fundraising and events. Please get in touch with 

Shelagh if you are interested. 0114 255 8948. Or 

email us at 

fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk 

Attendees at the AGM 

Filing Cabinet needed! 
 
We are still in need of a filing cabinet.   Does 
anyone have a small filing cabinet - the sort with 
shallow drawers, which we could use to keep small 
items, forms, publicity materials and paperwork? 
Please send dimensions and maybe a photo to 
fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk 
 

   FoWP Contact Information 
 

If you wish to volunteer and/or join the 
friends please contact us at: 
Website: 
www.friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk 
Email:fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.
uk 
Facebook@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark 
Twitter @FriendsBrook 
Telephone: 0114 255 8948  

 

 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/whirlow-brook-park
mailto:fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk
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 Follow us on Facebook       

 
We now have over 500 Facebook followers but 
we’d like more! Please follow us on Facebook – 
the more likes and followers we get the more 
exposure we will have to spread the word about 
our lovely park and recruit more volunteers! 
Search for  
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofwhirlowbr

ookpark 

 Twitter 
We are also now on Twitter! Please follow us 
@FriendsBrook 
https://twitter.com/FriendsBrook 
 
 

Our next volunteer days 

Volunteer sessions run from 9.30am–12.15pm on 
the first Saturday and third Monday of the month.  
We meet on the grass square just below the top 
car park. No need to book – just turn up! There 
will be a sign-in sheet and health and safety 
information for new volunteers. We will also ask 
for an emergency contact number for a partner, 
friend or neighbour. (Under GDPR, we don’t keep 
this data and it is shredded after each session). 

Please wear sturdy shoes and bring gloves. There 
are a variety of gardening tools to use but you are 
welcome to bring your own. Bring a drink and 
hand sanitizer.  

Dates: Mon 18th July, Sat 6 Aug, Mon 15 Aug, Sat 
3 Sept, Mon 19 Sept, Sat 1 Oct and Mon 17 Oct. 

 
Volunteers should still continue to wear masks in 
the gardener’s store. And please don’t come to 
the sessions if you feel unwell or have got a 
positive LFT/PCR result.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ice Cream in the Park 
 
We continue to ‘sell’ ice cream tubs, courtesy of 
Hope Valley Ice Cream, in the park on Sunday 
afternoons in the summer between 2-4pm. There 
are a variety of delicious flavours – our latest 
being Whisky and Ginger – mmmm! A suggested 
minimum donation of £2 per tub would be 
appreciated, proceeds for the upkeep of the park. 
The serving table will be situated on the grass to 
the side of the Hall, so as not to disturb wedding 
guests.  If anyone is interested in helping serve 
ice cream, please contact Shelagh on 0114 255 
8948. 
 

 

 
Visit to Graves Park 
 
As part of the Climate Action Project we are 
looking at developing a wildflower garden in the 
park. Professor Ian Rotherham will lead a walk in 
Graves Park looking at their meadow and 
arboretum to gather ideas. This will take place on 
either the 1,2 or 3 Aug. Please email us or ring 
Shelagh if you are interested and give your 
availability.  0114 255 8948 
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