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Message from the Chair

Climate Change Events

Spring has come and the park is looking attractive
and well-cared for. The climate action project is
revealing just how much wildlife there is in the
park. Grateful thanks are due to the naturalists
who are helping us to discover it. The latest
programme of events is on the website - they are
for everyone, so do tell your friends. We are now
about to work out a system of recording what is
seen. Everyone who spots something unusual will
be invited to email the details - with a photo if
possible.

We have had a number of successful and
interesting eco-audits led by Professor Ian
Rotherham during March and April. We discovered
ancient woodland species including 350 year old
oak trees, charcoal burning pits and other
archaeological features. An online ‘Introduction
to Digital mapping and GPS’ took place on 7 April
with seven participants. We had two pond dipping
sessions where we found six palmate newts,
smooth newts and some caddisfly larvae in the
upper pond, and heard frogs croaking. In the
lower pool we only found a single palmate newt.
However, both ponds had beetle and other
activity, and so we will need to manage the ponds
carefully with regard to de-silting.

This time last year we were planning the
consultation session which led to the setting up of
the Friends Group in September. Now we are
planning our first annual general meeting. This
will be held at the Hall on Monday 20 June,
starting at 7pm, This is when elections to the
management committee take place. It would be
great to have two or three more members,
especially to help with the organisation of events
and volunteer sessions. I would be happy to talk
over what is involved. And I guarantee that it
will be both enjoyable and rewarding, so do
please consider putting your name forward.

Professor Ian Rotherham at one of the eco-audits

The workshops are continuing through the
summer and you can sign up for any of the
workshops via the ‘Bookwhen’ booking system.
More information on our website. We hope you
will join us in this very exciting and important
project. Please note these are open to anyone
and not just ‘Friends’ so spread the word!

With my grateful thanks to everyone who supports
our work. May and June are wonderful months in
the park - do come and enjoy it.

Shelagh Woolliscroft, Chair of FoWP

https://friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk/climatechange/

Volunteer Update
Things are certainly taking shape now in the
park. We have planted up the sunken garden
with five trees and a variety of scented plants.
The lawn will be reseeded by Parks and
Countryside and the edges cut. We’ve also done
some work on the horseshoe bed near the
children’s play area. This area will have some
wildflowers planted near the children’s maze.
And areas around the Hall have been tidied and
planted. We’ve had good turnouts from
volunteers on recent workdays including on one
Saturday, with seven students from Sheffield
University. Thanks to all our volunteers for their
hard work. We always welcome new volunteers!

Our next volunteer days
Volunteer sessions run from 9.30am–12.15pm
meeting at the grass square just below the top car
park. No need to book – just turn up! There will
be a sign-in sheet and health and safety
information for new volunteers. We will also ask
for an emergency contact number for a partner,
friend or neighbour. (Under GDPR, we don’t keep
this data and it is shredded after each session).
Please wear sturdy shoes and bring gloves. There
are a variety of gardening tools to use but you are
welcome to bring your own. Bring a drink and
hand sanitiser.
Dates:
Saturday 7 May, Monday 16 May, Saturday 4 June,
Monday 20 June, Saturday 2 July, and Monday 18
July.
Volunteers should still continue to wear masks in
the gardener’s store. And please don’t come to
the sessions if you feel unwell or have got a
positive LFT/PCR result.

Scouts get stuck in
Planting in the sunken garden

Student volunteers

We had some rather younger volunteers in the
park on Saturday 19th March. The 265th
Greenhill Scouts came along with their three
leaders Lindsay, Andy and Jane to keep them
focused. They did a brilliant job in pruning back
the overgrown cornus which has been neglected
for many years. Drinks and biscuits were on hand
to keep their energy levels up and they enjoyed
a picnic at the end of the session. Much fun was
had by all the scouts. We’d love to have you
back again! Or any other Scout group.

History Group visits Whirlow
Court
The FoWP History Group recently visited Whirlow
Court with Jan Woudstra from Sheffield
University. They were given a tour of the house
by housekeeper Christine Morgan. The house is
currently used by visiting members of the
judiciary when they stay in Sheffield. The young
Madge Fawcett (who later became Mrs Benton
Jones of Whirlow Brook) was born on 5th April
1879, when the family were living in Broom
Grove. A few months later they moved to Whirlow
House and then in about 1892, when she would
have been about 13, they moved to Whirlow Court
where they stayed until a few years after her
father died.

Surely Madge would have had a
reasonable sized horse or pony by the time she
was 13. So who had a tiny pony? Will we ever
know?

Donations for the Sunken Garden
A big Thank You to Denis Green and Mary Marken
who donated this lovely amelanchier tree – it’s a
beautiful specimen. Thanks also to Ray Pigott
and Jennifer Castens who made generous
donations towards the tree planting in the
sunken garden. We are eternally grateful. Plants
do cost money so if you would like to make a
donation for the planting in the sunken garden
or elsewhere in the park, then please visit our
website
www.friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk/donate

The History Group with Jan Woudstra at Whirlow
Court- a bit like Whirlow Brook Hall.

“We imagined Madge exploring upstairs and
downstairs and the various cellars connected to
higher floors by dumb waiters;” said Elizabeth
Birks, a member of the History Group. “It had a
few tiny spaces, like those used to access the roof
and we guessed that one of those spaces was
where the servants slept, just under the roof,
with hardly any access to daylight.” The current
kitchen is on the ground floor, but was it in the
basement in Madge’s day? The big rooms were
magnificent and quite a few had direct access to
the garden. Even the first floor landing was grand
enough to hold a party there. Did Madge ever get
to celebrate her 21st birthday a few months
before her father’s death? Maybe they had some
kind of party on the main grassy area at the side
of the house, or played tennis on the large tennis
court. Some people would have played golf on
the 9-hole golf course that stretched all the way
down the hill to the boating lake. How many
horses and ponies Madge had access to? One of
the objects found by a metal detector on the land
was a tiny horseshoe.

Denis Green and his amelanchier

L-R Jennifer Castens, Shelagh Woolliscroft and Ray
Pigott

Easter Egg Trail
We had a fabulous turnout for our Easter Egg Trail
on Saturday 16th April. It exceeded our
expectations. The sun shone, the kids loved the
trail and the chocolate of course! We had so many
folk turn up that we ran out of eggs. Thanks to all
who helped and a special thanks to the Co-op at
Banner Cross for providing the eggs. Thanks also
to the Nether Edge Art Group for the beautifully
painted wooden eggs. We are looking forward to
repeating it next year.

Sculptures
Some of you may recall that the children’s play
area used to have some lovely wooden animal
sculptures. Sadly they fell into disrepair and we
have just had to remove the last two. Does
anyone know of a sculptor who we could
commission to design some or alternatively places
to go to buy them? We would love to have some
more for the children to appreciate. Please get in
touch.

The start of the Easter Egg Trail

Wooden Bear sculpture in a sorry state

The beautiful painted eggs

‘Sounds of Summer’ 2022

AGM Monday 20th June

We are organising a series of Sunday evening
music concerts over the summer to be held from
5-7.30pm on 29 May, 26 June, 31 July, 28
August and 25 September. These will not be
widely publicised because we don’t as yet have a
decent toilet, but you are welcome to bring your
family and friends. Bring a chair/blanket, a
picnic and a bottle! There is no entry fee, but we
would appreciate donations for the upkeep of the
park. If there are any bands or solo singers out
there who may be interested in playing please let
us know. Contact Maggie on 07592 029165.

You are all cordially invited to our next Annual
General Meeting which will be held at Whirlow
Brook Hall on Monday 20th June starting at 7pm.
Teas and coffee from 6.30pm. We will start with
a guest speaker (TBC) followed by the main
business of elections to the management
committee. It would be great to have two or
three more members, especially to help with the
organisation of events, fundraising and volunteer
sessions. Please get in touch with Shelagh if you
are interested. 0114 255 8948. Or email us at
fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk

Ice Cream in the Park
We are now serving ice cream tubs, courtesy of
Hope Valley Ice Cream, in the park on Sunday
afternoons in the summer between 2-4pm. A
suggested donation of £2 per tub would be
appreciated, proceeds for the upkeep of the park.
The serving table will be situated on the grass to
the side of the Hall, so as not to disturb wedding
guests. If anyone is interested in helping serve
ice cream, please contact Shelagh on 0114 255
8948.

Follow us on Facebook
Please follow us on Facebook – the more likes
and followers we get the more exposure we will
have to spread the word about our lovely park
and recruit more volunteers! Search for
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofwhirlowbr
ookpark

Twitter
We are also now on Twitter! Please follow us
@FriendsBrook
https://twitter.com/FriendsBrook

Filing Cabinet needed!
FoWP Contact Information
If you wish to volunteer and/or join the
friends please contact us at:
Website:
www.friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk
Email:fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.
uk
Facebook@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark
Twitter @FriendsBrook
Telephone: 0114 255 8948

Moss Valley Woodland
Archaeology Walk
On Sunday 8th May, Professor Ian Rotherham will
be leading a woodland archaeology walk in the
Moss Valley Woodlands nature reserve at Coal
Aston. Meet in the bottom car park of Coal Aston
Village Hall, at 9.30am. The walk will finish back
at the car park at 1pm. For more details and
booking see link below:
https://www.wildsheffield.com/event/mossvalley-history-and-archaeology-walk/

We are on the scrounge again. Does anyone have
a small filing cabinet - the sort with shallow
drawers, which we could use to keep small items,
forms, publicity materials and paperwork? Or do
you have a wall cupboard and/or some shelves in
need of a new home?
We could also do with having our own gazebo. If
you can help with any of these please email details
(dimensions
and
maybe
a
photo)
to
fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk

Email address
We have been having some problems with our
email address recently so we now have a new
one. If you or anyone you know has sent us an
email about membership or volunteering etc it
may have gone into spam or been lost. Please
email us again at
fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk

And Finally…..
This is our 8th issue of the Newsletter. We’d
love to hear your feedback. Does it meet your
needs? Is it too long/too short? Is there anything
else you’d like us to cover? Or not cover? Please
email your comments to:
fowp@friendsofwhirlowbrookpark.org.uk

