Forestry Works 2021 – Rough Standhills Plantation
Background
Rough Standhills is a Plantation on Ancient Woodland (PAW’s) site and following a Statutory Plant
Health notice issued by the Forestry Commission the council will need to fell all the diseased
Japanese larch from the infected area. Regrettably several other trees will need removing as they
will have been left unsafe and not windfirm (i.e., they would be at risk of blowing over) following the
removal of the Japanese larch.
The work is scheduled to start from November 2021. Work should be completed by the end of
December 2021; weather permitting, with the cleared areas being restored back to a native
broadleaved woodland the following winter 2022. Most of the felled trees will be removed however
several trees will be left either on the ground or as standing deadwood, in particular, those on the
inaccessible steep slopes to the north of the brook.

What to expect
Active woodland management on this scale can often be a shock to visitors who are not familiar with
this type of forestry operation, which tends to happen infrequently, usually at intervals of between 8
to 10 years. Sadly, it is not possible to carry out work of this type without causing considerable
disturbance.
Removing the diseased trees will make the woodland look very different as it represents a substantial
change to what people are used to. The nature of the works can sometimes look quite aggressive,
especially with the cold and wet winter weather, but by the end of the Summer 2022 it will have
recovered, and the operation will start to show its many benefits in two to three years.
As you may be aware, the plantation is a mixed broadleaf/coniferous woodland planted on an
ancient woodland site (PAW’s) in the mid 1950’s as a timber crop. It had not been extensively thinned
for several decades, and consequently had a very limited shrub layer, and a dense, closed canopy.
Some forestry operations were carried out in 2011/12 which improved matters by thinning the
woodland, and some members of the public may recall this.
Contrary to what some may think considerable disturbance to the ground is in fact useful in
encouraging long buried tree and flower seeds to germinate, especially on PAW’s sites such as this.
The smaller branches and timber left from the operations will rot down relatively fast (2-3 years) and
greatly enhance the diversity and numbers of woodland insects and fungi whilst creating shelter and
feeding opportunities for other species such as mammals and birds. The cleared areas will be
replanted with trees such as oak and birch, helping to restore the woodland back to a native wooded
landscape. There will also be a considerable amount of natural regeneration as native species are
allowed to grow.
Whilst the Forestry Commission as the regulator ordered the notice to remove the diseased trees,
they have also been very helpful in providing guidance and support including a grant to help fund the
restoration. The operation will also make the plantation more open, light, and attractive for
recreational use and play.
All council woodland has open access with people using our sites all year round and at any time of
the day. This plantation has several designated public rights of way running through it. However, over

the years routes through the plantation have been created by different groups and individuals,
usually creating narrow single tracks. There will inevitably be ruts created in the ground as we
remove the timber which will be levelled after work has finished. Several of the narrow walking
routes, of which there are many, may be covered with debris which cannot really be helped and will
not be cleared. However, these tend to come and go over the years as different walkers choose
different routes through the site.
Please note we do not envisage works of this scale happening at Rough Standhills in the future as the
woodland will have been cleared and will not be replanted as a conifer plantation. However, there
will be the need to carry out safety works from time to time and habitat improvements including
small-scale felling to open or create glades. Once the work is complete we will continue to work with
Friends groups and other interested groups helping and supporting them to get involved with the
management of the site through organised events such as volunteer days. We would encourage
members of the public to join us at these events and get directly involved in the long-term
management of the woodlands. We will share more detail of these events closer to the time, but also
encourage members of the public to get involved with the Friends of Whirlow Brook Park here
Any income from the work will go directly back into Council budgets, helping continue the
management of our woodland estate, which is delivered to the internationally recognised Forest
Stewardship Council standards.
We hugely value the passion that local communities have for their woodland, and we hope the that
the work here will, in time, be seen by the public as beneficial to this well loved and interesting local
site.
Frequently Asked Questions
1. Why are trees being cut down at Rough Standhills?
This area is known as a plantation and is part of the council’s forestry estate. The
Japanese larch trees were planted in the 1950s and were always intended to be felled
when they reach maturity. However, the trees are being removed now (and all at once)
following a Statutory Plant Health Notice issued by the Forestry Commission to remove
all diseased Japanese larch trees from the infected area.
2. What is Phytophthora ramorum (known commonly as Ramorum disease of larch?)
Phytophthora ramorum is a fungus-like organism that attacks both shrubs and trees.
Phytophthora is Greek for “Plant Destroyer”. You can find out more here.
3. Which trees are you removing?
We will be felling all the Japanese larch and a number of other trees such as the
Corsican pine that would be left unsafe and not windfirm (liable to be blown over). We
will be leaving a ‘buffer strip’ around the edge of the woodland. This will reduce the
visual impact of the works and maintain habitat corridors within the area.
4. Rough Standhills is referred to as a PAWs – what does this mean?
Planted Ancient Woodland sites (PAW’s) are ancient woodland sites where the native
woodland has been replaced with a plantation usually a non-native conifer species.
This means there is a rich and diverse seed bank within the soils which means when
the woodland regenerates we’ll see a diverse mix of native trees.
5. When will the works start and how long do you expect it to take?

The work will hopefully start in October 2021 and be completed by February 2022,
weather and ground conditions permitting.
6. Which areas are you working on and when?
The tree removal will take place in area A on the plan. The trees in area B on the steep
slopes to the north of Limb brook will be felled by hand in December to February 2022
and left on the ground.
7. Do you have to complete the works all at once?
We do have to fell the diseased tree trees all at once. The Statutory Plant Health
Notice issued by the Forestry Commission has given the Council until February 2022 to
complete the work. The priority is to try and slow the spread of the disease.
8. What are your contractors doing with the infected trees?
The trees will be removed from area A on the plan and sent to licensed sawmills that
comply with the plant heath regulations. Affected trees will be processed into usable
timber products for construction and joinery work.
9. Where did it come from?
Phytophthora ramorum was first discovered in the UK in 2002 on imported shrubs
destined for the plant nursery trade.
10. Is it dangerous to humans and animals?
Phytophthora ramorum affects trees and shrubs only and is not dangerous to humans
or animals.
11. Will there be public access to the woodlands when works are taking place?
There will have to be temporary closures and diversions to the Public Rights of Way as
and when required for the public’s safety during the forestry operations. Notices and
working signs will be in place to give advice on which areas will be closed to access.
Please respect these signs and stay out of areas that have been closed.
12. Are there other parts of the city that will be affected by this disease?
The disease was first reported being in the plantations at Redmires in 2020 to the
southwest of Sheffield. It spreads several miles at a time in low cloud, mists, rain, rain
splash and along water courses. It can also be spread unintentionally on footwear,
tools and dog’s paws. Therefore, it’s inevitable that the disease will spread to other
areas of the city from west to east.
13. How old are the Japanese larch trees?
The conifer plantation including the Japanese larch was planted as a timber crop in the
mid 1950’s, it was always intended to be felled when it reached maturity.
14. What are you doing to protect sensitive habitats whilst the works are being carried
out?
Before we embark on any large-scale forestry operation we consult with ecologists and
archaeologists and other interested groups such as South Yorkshire Badger Group to
ensure that any sensitive areas are identified and protected during the work period.
15. Are there any benefits to completing this work?

The main benefit to completing the work is that the diseased trees will be replaced
with native trees such as oak and birch. This enables us to restore the woodland back
to a native woodland landscape while slowing the spread of the disease. It also
provides us with an opportunity to plant a mix of native woodland trees which
provides greater resilience to climate change and future pests and diseases. Also, in
the areas where trees are being felled and left on the ground this will create further
habitat value as the trees decompose.
16. Can the public get involved in tree planting?
We would encourage community groups and individuals to get involved with the
restoration of the woodland. This will include organised events and will involve
collecting tree seed, growing young trees and planting trees. We will share more detail
of these events closer to the time, but also encourage members of the public to get
involved with the Friends of Whirlow Brook Park here
17. How are the Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust involved?
While the Forestry Commission is the regulator and therefore ordered the notice to fell
they have also been very helpful in providing support and guidance. The Woodland
Trust provide continued support through their site survey work, training workshops
and advice.
18. Will areas be restricted to public access when works have been completed?
The council will need to protect some of the newly planted trees so there will be a
need to instal a temporary fence around areas where we will restrict access. This will
allow the young trees to get established and for the woodland habitat to restore.
19. Will you be removing all the trees you cut down?
No, some of the trees on the higher slopes of the valley will be felled and left on the
ground to decompose naturally. This removes the risk of the disease spreading as the
tree will no longer be producing needles from which the spores and fungus spread.
The trees that are removed by harvester will be stripped of branches on site before
being stacked and taken away to a licensed sawmill. Bark and branches (known as
brash) remain on the woodland floor to decompose and also help protect the ground
during the works.
20. What can the public do to help stop the spread?
Evidence suggests that the disease can be spread via footwear when you travel from
site to site. We would therefore recommend that you clean your footwear before
leaving a site, removing any mud or debris from them.
For further information relating to biosecurity guidance please visit the Forestry
Commissions web site; www.forestry.gov.uk/england-keepitclean
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